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- Lancet 375:11, 2010





H1N1 Influenza    238 studies



London 2011

Toronto 2011

Pittsburgh 2011



COVID-19   4737 Studies
106 Countries



Why do we need research during 
a pandemic?







Coagulopathy 
in COVID-19





How is COVID-19 Changing 

Clinical Research?



New Trial Designs:  The Platform Trial

• Evaluates multiple interventions

• Can add new interventions

• Provides sites with flexibility

• Can evaluate drug-drug interactions

• Provides immediate uptake of findings



• Colchicine
• Regeneron antibody cocktail
• Baricitinib
• Aspirin





Domain conclusions



New Models of Collaboration

• Amongst specialties

• Across countries

• Amongst funders

• Across studies

• By large teams



• 12000 patients

• 500 sites

• Pragmatic, decentralized





Crit Care Med
44:663, 2016



The Multiplatform RCT











• Hospitals funded to 
do research

• Central coordination 
reduces duplication

• Targets established 
for recruitment to 
trials



• 7-10% of admissions for COVID-19

• 20% of all ICU admissions



COVID-19 is Changing Clinical Research

• New trial designs

• International collaboration

• Acceptance of research as integral to 
clinical care

• Embedding of research into the provision 
of excellent clinical care



Thank you!


